
Debate Team Rubric 
 

  Beginning Intermediate Advanced 

Information 

Information presented 
was not adequate. 

Accurate information was 
presented. 

Information presented in the 
debate was thorough and 
accurate. 
 
 
 

Understanding 

Team did not appear to 
understanding the topic 

Some team members 
understood the topic. 

Each team member 
understood the topic. 
 
 
 

Use of facts, 
quotes and 
statistics 

Team did not use 
evidence. 

Some team members used 
evidence. 

Each team member 
supported all main points 
with evidence 
 
 
 

Logical flow 

Team's arguments did 
not follow logically. 

Most team members spoke 
logically. 

Each team member argued 
logically.   
 
 
 

Rebuttal 

Rebuttal lacked a 
powerful argument. 

Rebuttal contained a 
powerful argument. 

Rebuttal contained a 
powerful argument and a 
strong attack on other side's 
major debate point. 
 
 
 

Presentation 

Team was not poised and 
confident. 

Most team members spoke 
clearly and maintained eye 
contact with the audience. 

Each team member was 
poised, spoke clearly and 
maintained eye contact. 
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